For Anarchism 


COMMENTARY 


for n inth Fits* 


CONTROL OF 


MADl STRY 


AFTER THE WAR-T.C.C. 

WANTS INDUSTRIAL CONSCRIPTION 



=B~B m 

4>nill v People? |§& |||1J |l6Si 








































2 


WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM. 1« NOVEMBER. 19+ 




FORTNIGHTLY M. 


war 

COMMENTARY 


l*>€ , qrp«*riltlnll: 

SFAIN ami tht WORLD and REVOLT 

St RSCRIPTION RATES : 

6 Months, 3/- (U.S.A. 60c.) post free 
12 Months, 6/-, (U.S.A. SI) post free 

Rleaiw mafcr all cheque*. P.O.’s and Money 
Order* payable to Freedom Press and crossed 
a e Payee and address them to: 

FREEDOM PRESS. 27 Bclsir.c Rond. 
London. N.W.6. 

Enquiries, ’Phone PRIMROSE 0025 


ALL I’ORKII TO THE SOV IETS 


SOCIAL 
PATRIOTISM 

In r recent Issue of Reynolds News, one Karl 
Becker, himself a former Communist Reichstag 
deputy, denounced those who seek "to supply 
excuses for the inexcusable passivity of the Ger¬ 
man masses." The insolence of it! For one 
who is safely outside it all now to upbraid the 
"passivity" of the German workers, when prac¬ 
tically e v ery family in Germany has a relative 
who has suffered under the Gestapo's whip! 
And who is this Karl Becker? He was a Ger¬ 
man soldier in the last war, with no record in 
the revolutionary or anti-militarist struggle at 
the time, who was made a prisoner of war in 
Russia. Newly taught in Leninist strategy by 
the Bolsheviks, he came back to Germany during 
the German revolution, and offered to reach the 
militants who by their mutinies and struggles 
had brought down German Imperialism and 
helped to bring the imperialist war to an end. 
This is the man who denounces the workers he 
has left behind in Hitler Germany! 

STALINIST MUD-SLINGING 

Meanwhile the Stalinists of Moscow arc also 
preparing to besmirch those who defend their 
fellow-workers in Germany. For revolutionists 
everywhere know what the strength of reaction 
is; they also know that responsibility for war 
and war crimes do not lie with the workers, but 
with international capitalism and its power- 
political manoeuvres—whether of the City of 
London, Wall Street, Wilhclmstrassc or the 
Kremlin. The sufferings of the German people 
under Hitler has only increased the revolution¬ 
ists* hatred of governmental!sm and its horrible 
confederacy of brhtalitv. They know that the 
war has added to the misery of the workers and 
the stranglehold of their rulers. International 
solidarity for them is more than a mere phrase 
to be mouthed at T.U. congresses; they feel the 
whole solidarity of the world working class 
against their rulers, be they Allied Democrats, 
or Hitler, Stalin, or Franco. 

Stalin, by contrast, is himself tied up with 
Anglo-American capitalism; so he employs his 
well tried trick of accusing others of his own 
crimes. Both the Soviet economist, Eugene 
Varga, and one Karel Hofman, who writes in 
War and rhe Working Class , express concern at 
the growth of monopoly cartels during the war. 
And they notice a “connexion" between those 
who favour the great cartels and the campaign 
for "a soft peace with Germany". It is dear 
that they wish to smirch tftc revolutionary de¬ 
fenders of the brutally oppressed German work¬ 
ers with the brush of international capitalism. 

REVOLUTIONARY ANTI-FASCISM 

Let us remind these Stalinists and smug Trade 
Union officials: When the revolutionary workers 
of Spain were fighting for the freedom of the 
whole working class of the world, the T.U.C. re¬ 
fused to sanction direct strike action to force the 
"Munichitc* National Government to send arms 
to Spain. While the workers of France in 
1940-41 were struggling to form their resistance 
bands against the Gestapo, Stalin was supplying 
Hkler with grain and oil. While the Nazis held 
down one half of the Polish workers and peas¬ 
ants, Stalin held down the other half. 

The State, in whatever country it spreads its 
tentacles, has always fought down the workers’ 
struggle for freedom. And it has been helped 
by its fellow-governments abroad—more perhaps 
by the British Government than any other. But 
the Anarchists, the revolutionists, have every¬ 
where lent their strength to the fighters for 
freedom. We do not forget the struggles since 
1933 against Hitler's Nazis; nor do we forget 
the terror raids on Hamburg in 1943. We do 
not brush aside the faint reports that come 
through from Sweden of uprisings—too often 
bloodilv suppressed—of German workers. Only 
last week “industrial disturbances" were reported 
in the Ruhr and Rhineland. We shall continue 
to fight Fascism under whatever name it mas¬ 
querades; and we shall continue to extend our 
solidaritv to the German working class in their 
struggle! not only against Hitler, but against 
any militarv oppression which the Allied bosses 
aided bv their “internationalist" friends among 
the Trade Union Offiaals may seek to foist on 
to them. 


T. W. Brown 
Defence Fund 

As akfeady repotted, our comrade T. W. 
Brodm, 0 f Kingston, was sent to prison for 
fifteen months in Sep*ember last for distri¬ 
buting leaflets. The defence, of course, 
cost money. At the Old Bailey, in a case 
of this kind, it is necessary to secure legal 
aid, for our comrade might otherwise have 
gone down for the fourteen years which the 
prosecutor threatened. 

We are therefore appcdling to comrades 
and sympathizers for £200 to cover the cost 
of defence. T. W. Broun was a fearless 
speaker, and he is a victim of the State's 
vrar on freedom of expression. He relies 
on the solidarity of comrades. 

All contributions—marked “7. W. Brown 
Defence FundT—should be sent to Freedom 
Press, 27 Bclsize Road, London, N.W.6. 


During periods of capitalist stability, of untramcllcd ruling class power, 
initiative lies in the hands of the State and the dominant class if represents. 
But during revolutions this stability is upset. Revolutionary action might he 
defined as action in which the working class takes the initiative. How. then, 
when the workers are on the move, do they organize their actions? At oil 
times, hut especially during the present century, they have set up spontaneous 
Councils of workers, which undertake the immediate tasks of revolutionary 
action. Where the workers in a locality have decided on a certain line of 
action—say a strike, or the administration of an expropriated estate—they 
have entrusted the details of carrying it out to those comrades in whom they 
have most faith, and whom they deem best fitted to conduct the business. These 
constitute a Council or Soviet. But in entrusting affairs into the hands of 
the Council of Workers* Delegates, the workers arc very far from relinquish¬ 
ing initiative entirely in their hands. Revolutionary action springs from the 
spontaneous energy of the people as a whole—hence its tremendous power. 
So the comrades who constitute the Council arc there to carry' out the wishes 
of the workers whose delegates they arc. And as delegates, they arc directly 
responsible to their comrades who appointed them. If they fail to carry out 
the wishes of these, they can be instantly recalled. Moreover, in the face of 


each new phase in the situation they must report hack to the worker* as a 
whole. 

The Councils have thus been faithful instrument* of the revolutionary 
workers. Unfortunately in every revolution of <hc past, the power of rhe 
Councils has been undermined by politicians who claim to »-erro*-ent the 
workers, and seek to centralize all initiative 4nto their own hands. "Turn the' 
have succeeded in this aim. they have hampered and curtailed the work of the 
Councils in every possible way, so that the revolutionary initiative of the 
workers is strangled, and once more »hc previous position is re-established in 
which a small minority wielding political power holds the initiative, "'hen 
this has happened, the counter-revolution has triumphed. 

History- is mainly written by politicians and their adherents. In the fol¬ 
lowing articles, the workers councils, and the p** r t they play in the social revo¬ 
lutionary events of the present century arc outlined. It is * tragic and a 
heroic story; but it is one which the working clos* must learn and lav up in 
their hearts if the revolutions which will succeed this war are no* to he be¬ 
trayed into the hands of the politicians (“revolutionary** or *>thcrwi*e) once 
more, and yet another period of reaction is to intervene before the Social 
Revolution is finally achieved. 


SPONTANEOUS INSURRECTIONS arc automatic rra« reaction*, (further progress by the Nr—a* Awrr.b’v, which dissolved -he Coon- ‘ men; had arrested the pres idem of the Frtrograd 

the explosions of tense popular feeling, often <*t off by the merer j dIs and brought rhe sc’dic-s* Council ~rv«reot under the control . Men's Deputies, and Moscow became 'hr new 

spark. In such situations all that parties and groups have ever done, ef the Jacobin club*. The sene thing «?•. to happen in the Germans there was still no plan cm the part r f the Cour 

has been to try and gain the leadership. They have sought to organize of I9IS-19. * movement into rebellion. The ordrr* wsoed fi 

and control the violence of the insurgent masses deliberately in order In the years before l { *)> we find Social Revolutionaries and Strike were given on!v after the railwav worker 
to secure power to themselves. History provides sufficient" examples ! Bolsheviks in rivalry, seeking to gain influence and control over the and erected barricades on that own initiative I 



I.L.P. and Spartacus group haring a coherent plan of action ready. 
Instead they wasted their energies in endless discussions. 

In the light of historical fact the myth of leadership melts a wav. 
Even the Bolshevik leader Kayuzov, quoted by Trotsky, confirmed the 
spontaneous, seemingly fortuitous character of the March Revolution 
in Petrograd in 1917. There was no organization or group behind it; 
the prominent “professionals" were either in exile or in prison. Lenin 
arrived in Russia in April, a month later; Trotsky in May. "The idea 
of going into the streets had long been ripening among the workers; 
only at the moment nobody imagined where it would lead." 

While the advocates of political action try to direct the revolution¬ 
ary impulses of the workers into the forms of parliament and State 
organization, the workers themselves realize from the outset of every 
insurrection the necessity of adopting the classical tactics of anarcho- 
syndicalism: the general strike, the destruction of the hated institutions 
and symbols of power, the disarmament of reactionary forces and police, 
fraternization with the soldiers, the arming of the people, the expro¬ 
priation of land, factories, transport, and governmental stores, and 
finally, the creation of their own instrument of Social Revolution, the 
workers' Councils, on the basis of mutual co-operation and control 
from below. 

SOLDIERS COUNCILS DURING THE FRENCH 
REVOLUTION 

We find soldiers Councils already during the French Revolution. 
They sprang up in cv.cry unit of the French Army and Navy, taking 
spontaneous direct action to remove unpopular regimental measures 
and costumes, refusing to recognize unpopular officers and in-some 
eases arresting them, ana taking the control of the regimental funds 
out of the hands of the often corrupt officers. These Councils of 
the rank-and-file were closely connected with the political societies 
and federations in Paris and other towns, from whom they received 
revolutionary pamphlets and news-sheets, and with whom they organ¬ 
ized joint meetings. 

This development in a syndicalist direction was prevented, from 


federation of worker*, but the cells of the parties within the industrial 
working clnss. 


the local struggles under centralized party control. The delegates to | when thrv realised that a wc!I-di*op.incd arrnv , 

the first Council of workers' deputies thus represented not so much the j counter-rrrohitionarv force, where** »t* break-up would p ace at ♦bet* 

. .disposal a mass of armed peasants and worker*, with w hene aid they 

hoped to gain power. Nevertheless, the decline of army discipline 
was a sort of natural process long before the revolutionary left bef»o 
COUNCILS /IS INSTRUMENTS OF POLITICS to take a hard. Wholesale desertions, complete disregard r.-f orders. 

The spontaneous Councils have provided the impetus for the attacks upon and even murder* ** 
revolution, the workers' natural instrument of the Social Revolution, the German timer., * , 

But they have so fnr been frustrated because the parties have succeeded i spontaneous manifestations of reyolutic . g 

in infiltrating them and turning them instead into instruments of \ MORE ‘'LEFT” THAN LEADERS 

politics. All revolutionary attempts have been frustrated in this way 1 " Du^ne the revolution the worker* showed more rcvobjrynoarv 
The politicians who placed themselves at the top as self-styled leaders J . . . rha * rhe ‘ When the Provisional Government wanted 

have manipulated and interfered with the revolutionary organizations; ‘ g , finiy ^ ^j. .v,.. v tsb-.'c the R’ght Social Revo ’ 

of the workers; have gained their confidence by expressing revolution- . aRd Mensheviks accented a coalition with Kerensky, 'be msvs 
nry idea* in cleverly formulated slogans, and then, when once in power. their &1CQn(ent at thc rn> -war policy, ^ben the fron' 

hast acted against the will of the masses. collapsed, 300,000 strikers spontaneously demonstrated with the demand 

, Bolshy,k history books would have us believe that the events ^ ■ the Councils”, and were crushed bv reactionary troops, 

of October 1905 were chiefly organized and directed by the Bolshevik ; m ; W3S the who re , e TO defeat thc Kornilov putsch. 

Partv. But objective study of the facts shows that thc first genera. . gj* lo admit: -The country is a thousand rime* more Uf: 

strike was neither organized nor timed by any centre group, but was Chernov and Tseretelli, and a hundred time* more Deft than 

on the contrary the result of a senes of spontaneous mdustnal strikes, | .. 

begun by the"' Moscow railway workers, and direct action of the AccordinK | v , l*™ onlv took up the slogan “All Power 'o the 
revolting peasants in seizing some of the large estates. The Council | ^ j^d formor!v rcpud .ated, when he saw that the 

of working men s deputies in which almost <wcry]^^ had its del^ ; workers and peasants were losing faith in 'be Social 

- was not leading, but merely following, the impulses of the ^.uuunarv vrrxx* - 


gates. 

rebellious workers. 

In a manifesto the purpose of the Council of working mens’ 
deputies (Soviet) was defined as being to organize and give direction 
during the General Strike and to act as representatives before thc 
rest of society. Every factory and trade was Invited to send delegates, 
one for every 500 men. But it was not this newly created organization 


Revolutionary leaders—formerly their party bad been numerically the 
strongest. He hoped thereby to secure their support and thus ga n 
a majority in thc Soviet of Workers’ and Peasants’ Deputies. But, f ust 
as in 1905 .this representative body was not an instrument of workers' 
revolution, but a weapon in the hands of the Bolsheviks. 

Having gained power, Lenin cynically declared that the Soviets 


V men. Jtsut it was not ECUS ncwiv crea'ca c ° _ V,. . ~ . . ... , ^ v., ,<■ 

of the parties which timed and organized the strike action. The * Workers and Soldiers Deputies were only 
second General Strike was once more a spontaneous solidarity strike of <*gans <* msurmrtion, a* agent* of revo.utionary power 0-b.rvnvc 
thc industrial workers ort behalf of thc mutinous Kronstadt sailors,! ^ nothin* but a vain plaything, and a o a P a h> 

condemned to death bv courts martial. Even after thc Tsar’s govern- l ^difference and deception of the mam 

constitutionalism and the hopes founded on the Congress of Sovtet<. 


PAGES OF LABOUR BISTORY 


The Rail Strike of 1910 


The first big labour dispute of the post¬ 
war period was the railway strike of Sep¬ 
tember 1919. From the close of the first 
world war it was generally thought by the 
workers that the employing class would soon 
begin a general offensive against wages to 
reduce them to pre-war standards. When 
the railmen were attacked it seemed to thc 
workers that this was the beginning of thc 
lookcd-for offensive. 

The employing class were unable to fol¬ 
low their usual strategy of attacking the 
miners first, for British export coal selling 
at £6 a ton yielded enormous profit. 
(In 1930 the price was 10s. a ton). So it 
seemed the railmen were to meet the first 
shock of the general battle. Anxiously, the 
workers followed events. If the railmen 
won, wage levels of all would be safe for 
a year of two. If the railmen lost, then 
all would suffer reductions. 

In February 1919 the rail unions had 
opened negotiations with the Government 
(the railways were still under government 
war-time control) for thc standardisation of 
wage rates. They sought to change war 
bonus to basic rate and to level up thc many 
anomalies in thc many different rates paid 
to persons in the one grade by the several 
companies. (It will be recalled that at that 
time there were many railway companies: 
two years later these were amalgamated into 
four main line companies). 

Thc Government dragged on negotiations 
for more than six months, during which 
time, Lloyd George later revealed, they per¬ 
fected their plans for a blackleg transport 
system, plans they later used during thc 
General Strike. Negotiations were in the 
hands of thc Minister of Transport, Sir 
Eric Geddes and thc President of the Board 
of Trade, Sir Auckland Geddes; later the 
Prime Minister took thc principal lead. 
Thc first stage of their plan was to divide 
thc workers and fight thc lower paid grades 
first. To this end they met thc demands of 
thc locomotive men, mainly organised in 
the Amalgamated Society of Locomotive 
Engineers and Firemen. A few weeks later 


the Government presented terms to the Nat¬ 
ional Union of Raliwaymen, representing 
thc porters, guards, platelayers and the great 
mass of lower paid grades. 

The terms were a declaration of war. 
Wage cuts ranging from 2s. to 16s. a week 
were to be imposed with a basic wage of 
40s. a week for the lowest paid grades. The 
X.U.R. executive met on Wednesday, Sep¬ 
tember 24 and ordered a strike to take place 
at midnight, Friday, September 26. 

THE FIGHT IS ON 

From the time of thc first news of thc 
wage cuts it was clear that thc railmen had 
the support of the working class. The loco¬ 
motive men and their union the 
A.S.L.E. & F. refused to be tempted by thc 
-offer of better terms, and joined their less 
favoured fellow workers in their strike. 
Saturday morning revealed the strike to be 
almost 100 per cent, solid; few blackleg 
trains being run. Against this, the Govern¬ 
ment's blackleg transport plan seemed 
feeble. 

But the strike breaking efforts of the 
State were not limited to replacing the with¬ 
drawn labour of thc railmen. It was meant 
to be war. Lloyd George in leading the 
attack declared the strike to-be an “Anar-' 
chist conspiracy'". The Press let loose a 
Hood of propaganda based upon its war 
propaganda, strikers taking the place of 
Germans as objects of hate. “Uncondition¬ 
al surrender,"’ “thc enemy” and “a fight to 
a finish" were favourite terms of the Press 
during that last week of September, in a 
campaign directed from Downing Street. 

Thc Cabinet mobilised the Army against 
the strikers and advised the local authorities 
to organise a “Citizen Guard"’. War-time 
rationing was still in existence then and the 
strikers were threatened by a plan to cancel 
their ration books and so starvQ them and 
their families into submission. 

Even more formidable was thc Govern¬ 
ment's action, quite illegal, of ordering the 
stoppage of thc week’s wages due to the 
railmen. The N.U.R. was in a poor posi- 


tion to pay strike benefit owing to so much 
of its funds being tied up in investments. 
Their bank balance, the Cabinet threatened 
to freeze. Only £3,000 in ready cash was 
to hand. 

SOLIDARITY 

The Sunday following the first day of the 
strike was used to hold mass meetings of 
workers in even’ town throughout Britain. 
There was no mistaking the mood of the 
workers. They were enthusiastically with 
the strikers. Most bitter was their anger 
against the threat to blockade the railmens" 
families by the arbitrary use of ration books. 
Quickly the value of solidarity was revealed. 
The Co-operative Wholesale Society Bank 
cashed N.U.R. cheques to the value of 
£500,000 for strike benefit, while most of 
the local co-operative societies supplied food 
to thc railmen in return for vouchers of local 
strike committees. 

The vidcus newspaper propaganda against the 
strikers was curbed by the threat of thc London 
printers to strike unless the railmcn’s cause was 
given a show. 

Thc transport workers, being members of thc 
Triple Alliance, were eager to join thc strike and 
this threat undoubtedly influenced the Govern¬ 
ment. It should be explained that the Triple 
Alliance was an agreement among thc N.U.R., 
thc Miners' Federation and the Transport 
Workers' Federation (a federation in many trans¬ 
port unions which later became thc Transport 
and General Workers' Union) to support one 
another in time of strike. In the ranks of thc 
workers determination that thc railmen should 
win grew fast. 

COUNTER-OFFENSIVE 

The N.U.R. did not allow thc enemy an 
open field for his propaganda, instead they built 
their own propaganda machine and were soon 
setting thc pace in a counter-attack. Advertise¬ 
ments setting out the strikers’ ease appeared 
daily in the newspapers, £2,000 a day being 
spent on these. 

Thc N.U.R. entrusted most of its news sendee 
and similar publicity to the Labour Research 
Department which went to work with skill and 
- enthusiasm. Circulars to organisations, posters, 
letters to local newspapers, daily bulletins poured 
from its offices. Whatever statement was made 
by the Government, was instantly answered by 
fact and argument. Thc work of thc L.R.D. 
in the strike cannot be appreciated unless one 


knows that at that time it was not thc Com¬ 
munist Party outfit it now is. Originally, it 
was a body formed by the Fabian Society and 
later captured by thc C.P., a few years after thc 
latter’s formation. But in 1919 it was a healthy 
body, given to sincere research. Most striking 
of all thc propaganda used by the rail union 
was a nation-wide poster campaign which shout¬ 
ed their ease from thc hoardings, a campaign 
which cost several tens of thousands of pounds. 
Perhaps the best publicity of all was that pro¬ 
duced by thc unpaid labour of hundreds of open 
air speakers who day and night set up their 
platforms at street comers and market places. 
George Lansbury’s Daily Herald too helped 
valiantly. 

SOLIDARITY SUCCEEDS 

After a few days thc strike grip was felt by 
commerce and industry. Factories and, more 
especially, steel works and mines began to close. 
At the end of the first week thc Government 
capitulated. The strikers won. Agreement was 
reached on Sunday, October 5; no wage cut, 
wages stabilised, a wage advance for thc lowest 
paid grade, no victimisation and immediate pay¬ 
ment of the seized wages. Thc railmen had 
won by their determined stand and by the help 
given, and about to be given, them by other 
workers. The employing class and its govern¬ 
ment were not invincible; they could be defeated 
by the solidarity of thc workers. Thc workers 
rejoiced at their victory. They believed that 
they had, for thc present, prevented a general 
attack on wages, an attack which was not to be 
attempted again until nearly two years later. 

Certain lessons stand out boldly from thc 
history of this struggle. They are: 

That thc workers must fight the State if 
they would protect their wages. The State is 
not above classes as Socialists would have us 
believe. It is an instrument of thc emplov- 
ing class, used to maintain its exploitation of 
labour; 

That the workers must reject thc advise of 
' persons like Poliitt who now call for a “pro¬ 
gressive front” of labour and Liberals. Thc 
Government of 1919 was a coalition of Tories 
and Liberals, led by Liberal Lloyd George, 
sometime contributor to the Daily Werke^. 
and progressive to thc Communists. Thc two 
Geddes, also, w-crc Liberals. 

That, in spite of present-day wails bv 
labour leaders that thc workers cannot hope 
to succeed in a strike if opposed by the 
Government, the -workers defeat thc Govern¬ 
ment by strike action. 

And thc greatest lesson of all is that SOLID¬ 
ARITY SUCCEEDS! 

TOM BROWN. 
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INDIAN WOMEN EMPLOYED 
UNDERGROUND IN MINES 

I.L.O agreement ignored to increase production 
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All *«rremmt should he huvdtng on the 
panto to a whether a work* in rheir favour 
or not We take it that the ban on women 
vrorVnv* utvlergmund war arrived at u 1 
result to prrMure from all kind* of organ 
imnon* throughout the world tor rrav.eu 
ether than output and war need* It u a 
rvtoiMtn on the U*k of humanity which 
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•et* van so .oolly uy that women weir 
vinualW l*vr»rd down the mine* hcvatitr we 
needed output, there u a shortage of man 
Prtwer thaw many mrilioo died of starvation 
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nearly 1 year 1 ! notice of the question tret he 
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Meanwhile, we would add that we have 
noticed no parliamentary or other out burn 
fmm the t^bour benches against the uae of 
women underground in the Russian miner 
Yet It doer eam and certain Communist 
leaden in thit country have drawn public 
attmttOQ to the fact, naturally supporting 
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length tn the new Vreedom Bret 1 pamphlet 
"Workers in Stalin’» Russia"; Presumably 
our potituiam will argue that since Ruini 
refuted to fain in the 1 L O diwin l wa die 
it not tied to their agreement! and therefore 
It ia in order to tend women down the 
minet’ 
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enough tor thr Miwr. 
•<mM atm ha*« I 
(tec (tt fi t aatkm. 

Ctec - will r Inn a 

(teat iter» rrfwar to arr«(M 
Ttet 

to ttet M..n to ftet Aar « -hr a 


Silone IliMuriis to Italy 


^l^HK hi tmng Standard fi/t^/^A an- 
R nouiuvd that Igna/a n Sdone the 
author of l-.tmtammu and Hrtad and Wtru 
ha» returned t*» Italy 

I hear that lgn*/H> Mlunc, iter (mi futeM 
(«MI I ro hi wni«r, bar Ml ho rtougc w Wiu»- 
kict Km Kicvw 

h««w< ter hat h*MW an nilt, hit wminct 

h»v* hem aittnna the nvotv pment atuckt on 

Kwimv *m penned, and in the iphrer *vf active 
ami-1-**, to pilulii |w hat twew, (nm Stoim 
had, an Hlnifvt f«vr«T 

B*ii ho ivivrn u» hit own country will not 
h* wuhovM ptifetual xiimiultwt, drttnir ih< oner 
throw oi I'atgum SiUhv it an itvVfwrxVni 
( iMwwhmm," aiiattenl 10 no party He It 
grata »uh netiher the < •eumurattt nor 
the t iheralt at Korn* 

are not uirprtaed to hear that Silane 
will nm he poptilar among the tehemmg 

r ill‘tan> |{..in. W . 1. m< 1 wlut 

wrote twarlf two yean ago in an article 
entitled *’^hat I »tand for" and which we 
rrprtniu. ed tn the March (lt>.f|) i*«»e of 
War Cammrniary The concluding >en- 


taoco deserve to be rtasseaKvered 
occason rd fan reran, to Iiahr 

7 tea trrmgjtfa ' 
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four pattern 
yun/r De 
the Kent C* 

me mnabh t 
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1 the H-mir at Ca 


here had I 
and TB 1 


Mad 

Heat 


TnI mm’I'iiI ons I'afipiifs 
Lofl 10 <lio a! lloiiM k 


patunti it wum( f>nmint* The Medual 
Ofker of Health." imd Sir (I ddram South 
m. “m htwlbrvhen to the dtrfrrn arvmmJ 
bar amd hu iKiaf ifcf i to help." 

GOrVtNMEXrs EXCUSES 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Min- 
ntry of Health. Mm Horihragh, gore at an 
none that "the real dt§tcnlty c«u that it 
nm mpnoNr to get mnrang mtd domeuw 
Half ** She ued that the death rgu from • 
tmherttdom me Atari to the tutl frtW 

ITAy cannot mmei mod domett*? uafl he 
ohtmnrd? Became the Met of pay metoheg- 
forty Sorter 'tart at aheml £40 pa \ mao- 
fortttm mmrte* gel L$ to £l$ a*are'. amd hre 
in onder ahntnl mod antiquated duapdme 
trkuh redme 1 them to the Irrei of irreipon- 
utle tthool gtrit. If agei for tromen ttha 
Jo dome me toorh me trell hmnm to he eren 
mono, if the marring amt doTrtif tiatf 
trho tvarh 10 hoipitalt and demur mere 
noted to a human level, and their hourt 
rtduceJ to that they can hre like human 
hewgr tmteoJ of mum, there would he no 
thortage The government’ 1 e.rente amountt 
to thii that they me permuting tuherru- 


1 the 
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•f He, 


the Vftntir 
the imrden »r ,.f tnheta 
nod ‘ B * Jo not 
rrecoi'Ji . That 11 « m, 
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Svmlii*ali k s \OW ! 


In spite o 4 the many fine phrases mouthed 
at the T U C. workers know wril enough 
on which ude the Trade l aioos will line 
up ia the struggles coming between Capital¬ 
ism and Labour Britain’s workers hare 
learned by bitter experience that those who 
claim muat noisily to represent their inter¬ 
ests are the first to sell out to the bosses 
when rulers and ruled really get to grips. 

It is high time, therefore, that we begin 
to form those workers' <*rgatv«a?ims which 
are incorruptible. which, unlike the Trade 
Unions, cannot pass out oi the control of 
the rank and file and which owe nothing to 
the opportunism of a handful of self-styled 
leaders, but all to the innate capability of 
the workers to manage their own allairs. 

It is high time. too. that the workers of 
this country realised that their interests are 
identical with the interests of the workers 
of even’ other country. That there is one 
enemy ol the working class and one encmv 
only, and that is the international ruling 
class And in order to shake off the stran¬ 
glehold our masters have upon us we must 


organise, and organise NOV m a loan 
which will enable us to take part with cun 
hdciwe in the coming struggles of the Inter¬ 
nationa] working class 

For five yean workers have been slaugh¬ 
tering workers. For bit vein wc have 
allowed what luUc freedom peace ume capi¬ 
talism granted os to he bkhed from us, 
piece by piece, until we hod ourselves now 
in a condition of industrial slavery 

There N onlv <Vne wav to [Hit an end 10 
this, tbilv one wav to kill this svstem 
which makes peace intolerable and war 
inevitable. That is bv Social Revolution 
We must stan now to build up the syndi¬ 
cates through which the workers will sciae 
control of the factories, the mines and the 
land, so that not only will the revolution be 
fed and clothed but that wc shall be able to 
pass straight into that condition of freedom 
and well-being which is denied us to-day. 

Anarchy is our goal. Syndicalism is our 
means. VTc need syndicates NOVI ! 

SAM. 


CAPTAIN REFUSED TO 
FIGHT - COURT-MARTIALLED 


Tte# h>w»*tr to hu family «h» flghtine 
rwMrd to h»* hrotlwf* area •mong pnwu m*« 
t.MWar.l ia hit .U-fxrx.x plea Ky taplAld fhxxxgUx 
Hoom. k.m to the I *rl to lloow, who h*« Wen 
court ftwroatted in tUlgium. 

A tummary to hu ptea t» puhtiahtol In th* 
M-mtmheaa A At** Me* Thte paiwr hart rarbrr 
PuMuhr.l • teumr witrt t« tw from Dou*la* 
Howk. toyiog hr hart rehurrt to h*ht when 
«te<Vrc 4 t» <t» «o at l> Havre 

t > 0.11041 to thr court -martial, hrf.tr* whi«h ha 
»«i thartort with not ohrytog * lawful owi 
•too.!, will hr anoouiurd later, lha War fbh.e 
motet 

In hi* pl*a Captain Horn# watrrt that *t »*« 
aotelv p..ltu.al opinion who h hart promptr .1 him 
In tai( «»w a.turn ..poo wht.h thr chart* asaiiwi 
him ua« hww.1 


On ihr ,|ur*ti«m a* to whether hu *.ti.»o wa« 
prootp.rrt hr ovwarrti.r, tharr wrrr oftermr* amt 
nvn m hu own rr« 1 mam wh.. would wtllinaly 
v.AKh for hi* omtnaM In a rtanirr.su* Mtuation 

Hotly Motor. Ik/ltZ+rt 


I 


A* reported in the iant imuc of Wm Com 
memory. Option DougM* Home refund to 
Aght when ordered to «ii*k U Hivre he 
muse ai he Mtd tn • ktter "I ‘««W not 
hang myself to «*ke peri in en oprretton 
agauiu tmopr who admittedly did not went 
to hght hut whoee .onnmender ^ refund 
to «..ept un.additional wirrender 


CORRECT" BEHAVIOUR— 


er order 

A nmohirtonary Hat to nihu Mr iha hahavl.Au- 
to A<vw>... \/(vl.a mrn wfirn «tl leayr h«r. 

h*. i *... ,it<„-t Hy ihv li V Provou Marrhal 
tel kyrtnay 

klrotv lb* aww must not walk m the «ir*ai« 
w«'h 'teoi. tetUM rmmrt ttrta, or holrt 4 Kiri * 
haw.t. n* ^* rrv ha rt 4te»i* Mh wfl f they 

toiwi am *. *teop wtnrtnwt. . 

rtwy an... no. m to* g* * 


THE LESSER EVIL 


STEEL YOURSELF ! 


T a aura tea IUw***»«te I 
fterway to. to ******** dm 
ahaiaa wtetote dm tjcix Mm tens i 



Iteto ******** ? U rite**. g*t w . «»am fiuA. 
to wtlrww te. and I think rtery b*x Umg ****** 


Mr AnheuM. Financial Secmarv to the 
Tr«*ury, iwmntnitJ “I have been atked to 
give the cum of the war up to rtair I mutt 
a*k the Houae to iu«l itwll beforv 1 give the 
figure 

Mr Anhrten glanced around and paused, and 
then announced the coal of the first five years 
of the war up 10 September I, IV44, was 
Twenty-three thousand eight hundred and ninety 
three million pounds 

Etemng Stamhnd, 20 / 10 / 44 . 


NEGROES BEATEN UP 

Danger of a race 
not in Memphis, 
Tennessee, is re¬ 
ported by Morris 
Milgram. nattcnaJ 
secretary to the 
Workers Defence 
League, who char¬ 
ges that the lailurr 
to the police to ap¬ 
prehend thugs who 
have been beating 
up Negro leaden 
"suggests that re- 



Through the Press 


I mating O. 

Amman 1944. 


THE COMEDY OF 


Agamo itw a.lvicc of 
hi* doctor* and mpien 
the A«cr«t Service, Pr/.i 
.tent gooarvdi i.v-,lav 
drove m an open .nr 
through drttdtng rain 
•long SO nuUs of New 
York tureeta, cheered i&i 
a.claimrd by more cksaa 
1.000.000 people 
Thu wa« the Pr*»i<knf'« 
answer to rhe unear .ampavgn again*! hit health 
to chare** that lu> was too tick and tired to be 
viewed by the puhtl. 

Wearing almo*« a iheatnuil naval ckwk *n t 
a battered .tamed Fednra hat, which he ha* worn 
in hu ihrae prevuais campaign* and regard* a* 
« omvxe... Unejuath waved and grinmoi at the 
f»u\ uM'reS. anmA with alt ihe houn.a and 
vigour to » man half hi* agr 

Itiin.treda of < . men and Itl^iK) pohcrnim 

guar.led the route * 

hpectauw* war« bar red Irten r«toi a^xim* 


(he routa, wfenh »g pam.u^: r.y amu£ meurt-) 



ELECTIONS 



PROFILE OF BLOOD AND 
GUTS PATTON 

Lea General George Patton Jr. art a new 
neenr-d for the hatance between doghouse and 
popular acclaim. Before Aug IS it had been 
rumoured Patton »n in France, but he was 
•nU remembered as the man who had once 
•lapped a nek soldier When u w*. revealed 
that Patton was tn cuoumnd to the U.S Third 
Armv, which had rampaged through Bnttany 
and w*< now d«>aint <et Pari». the genemt im¬ 
mediately became a full-blown hero Moral: 
the world love* a winner 

No matter how much had been forgotten 
about him. Patron wa* mil the kind to man who 
•aid ihtng* like “The wav to flghi German* 
ia to ram a bayonet mm ihetr belly button* and 
ftp ’em up and down" and "All too have to 
<k. with ihaMV Hunt la to .Irive them up .me hill 
and kick them down another hill and kick them 
down another all the wav to Berlin" But 
event i hut week termed to imhcaie that a fire- 
an.Wwnmst.Mie fighter like General Patton m« 
ium whai arm* needed to whip the faltering Ger¬ 
man* 

Lite v Uh A,, »n » 44 


COST OF BUREAUCRACY 


Tbeer see 3 MAO H _ _ 
sn the oeflection and adnuamrauan of meumr 
ur sanai, E P T, N D C and War Damage 
3tsCTCuti*>m They awn ihcir tncftm* about 
a year m *alanes, according to 
im .*53 g>.«0 by hir John Anders.>n 
I At at *n, (9 10 «« 


spomthtluv’ ftsr the heating* he with important 
people in Memphis ” 

Four Negro leaders were attacked recently, 
nd m addmoo. Rev. Roy Love was menaced 
but managed to escape tn his car before the 
thugs reached him. On June 1.*. Re* Aron S. 
Gilmaruon. WDL chairman, wired the Depart¬ 
ment to Juwice in Washington asking an "in- 
vntigation of the beating* and apparent eon- 
spitacy pf die Menphi* police torvr againu the 
anl nghts to Negroes." 

r*e Orff, (U S-A/t, 7. ~ 44 


CRIMINALS GO ON 
PRODUCING COAL 

German miner* near the small town of 

Riehtc rivh-)uvl ooltok V as hen-« h.eh was 

ea|Wurvd hv the American* »c*terda*. came 
out »( the the mine* to lake a Mi at the 
tn fading force*. 

lor half an tear. «»hUv hnllet* were ising. 
(tec* walvhvrt the American* cteatong the tWr- 
ma« ..ddu r* exit to the town. 

Then the* went hack tn the mine* amt 
<1 art eel piwluonf m>ee owl jw*« a* it nothing 
had hai**«ci*e.l. thd* lh.» time rhe coal will 
he .»*cd h* the American*. 

Da.lv HcmU. I8f 10,44, 

These ate the Huns, the nunuck» the crimi- 
iulv whom the T.U L on*re» warns to see 
punished in a ruthless wav They seem 10 
be vm much like the British miners whose 
only crime is to sUre away for their bosses. 


THOSE SPIRITUAL LEADERS 

The KcdvMMBtival C«mmi.*i.w ha* been 
one to Britain** h*ggr*t tamMnrd* to tec e H* 
luimdalion ju*t over a cenlur* ago. Art. of 
Partial..e'.I gave il control of the * ol Church 
evlatc* all over the e«>untr» . 

To-da* it* agrie-utlural land reeve.I* 

2(>0.000 ae-re-e. It* pr*.pert* in I ondon- 

m«*ll* retodemliaf—e-o* rr* *otne MHK) acree, 
Tlie annual re iU - rtot from it* tar ml..ml*, which 
are* divided into a boat of email relate’ *. u 
around £260.500. 

ft ruing StanJard. 6/10 44, 



The Roaun Ckdwfc Htcrmrchy to England 
have approved to the b omNf of Franoe and 
the *,'-vJ.llrd "Church to ScoiUod" ha* appr.rv.rd 
to ihc Nunbmg of Gcrmanv 

Dec* that mean that Otrisuanity has left no 
permanem imp*v>to.vn on the'mind* to men? 

Of course not! t'atheibcs do not eat meat on 
Fndav -nl prc*bTTcnaro do act whivtlc cm tbe 
Sabbath! 

Scots S^iohsi. 5th i^sue 1044. 

SOVIET UNION*HONOURS 
CO-OPS ENEMY 

Menem tohcialir announced U«t nigh: the 
award, to the tVdcr to Svrwirw, Firs Class, to 
Field-•Ma.-’.hxl Sir Bernard Mnatfarom 

Lord Rcaccrbrowk and Mr Obosr Lvrrtouvi 
alro rroetvx thi* Order, few ouiviandSng servjcve 
in vupplvsng ip, L .S S R with war matcnalv 
aod (to the tmpertant rote they have pAavod m 
it» struggle against the cvnara own. livtlrme 
Gcmum ” 

JWv Worker. S |0 4a. 

Nothing is said ol . 

of Lord Bcavcrbrotvk tn drtcrvdu'.c private 
enterprise and of the important role Ins 
papers h*\r plated in aua*-kmg ihc co~ 
operanve movement. 
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WAR COMMENTARY—FOR ANARCHISM. 1st NOVEMBER, 1944 



Waiting For A Bus 


For four years the tired workers of Britain 
have left the factories at 5, 6, 7 or 8 o’clock, 
not to go straight home to a hot meal and a rest 
or entertainment, but to take their places on a 
long, weary, impatient bus queue. Londoners 
think their queue experiences the limit, queues 
being formed for every conceivable and incon¬ 
ceivable purpose, but bus waiting in provincial 
munition towns is now our national pastime. 
Especially irritating is the lot of the nightshift 
workers, for whom, most often, no provision is 
made. It is the common lot of night workers 
to be left to rot in bus queues until, like Lot's 
wife, they are turned into pillars of salt—or 
ice. 

In the blitzed days of 1940 workers were 
ready to put up with this until they saw em¬ 
ployers and officials riding one man to one car 
in vehicles each with an engine strong enough 
to drive a bus and each with his own private 
driver. Useless then to say that the shortage 
of buses from lack of petrol could not be helped. 

The Man-Power Stunt 

With the return of darkness and bad weather 
the bus services appear to have deteriorated 
again, even more so in the provinces. Authority, 
no longer able to plead lack of petrol, is forced 
back upon its old alibi, shortage of man power. 
The Daily Express of October 21, 1944 gives 
the following dreary’ warning: 

“Warning was given last night that the time- 
wasting and health-wrecking queues for buses 
and trams are likely to be even worse this winter, 
because existing services may have to be cut for 
lack of manpower. There may even be a break¬ 
down of services throughout the country. 

The cuts will come unless at least 4,000 more 
men and women are drafted to the industry as 
drivers, conductors and maintenance staff. 

The figures were given last night by the Public 
Transport Association Incorported, representing 
two-thirds of the operators in the country. They 
have been making a nation-wide survey.” 

“One month ago bus. and tram firms working 
33,373 vehicles needed additional staffs number¬ 
ing 1,229 drivers, 2,005 conductors and 1,227 
maintenance men to operate the then existing 
schedule services. 

But the position has become worse since then. 
The number of clippies and drivers directed to 
the industry by the Ministry of Labour in the 
last four weeks has not been sufficient to com¬ 
pensate for those called up. 

The result is that the country' has the buses 
and tramcars to run adequate winter services, 
but not the manpow'er. 

The operators have pleaded to the Ministry of 
War Transport and Ministry of Labour without 
effect. Now they say a breakdown in public 
road services is possible this winter. 

And they hold that responsibility for such a 
breakdown would not rest on them.” 

The Perfect Alibi 

Government departments have long regarded 
“shortage of man power” as the perfect excuse 
for doing nothing, disregarding the fact that they 
are responsible for any shortage. So far the 
alibi has succeeded in covering governmental 
bureaucratic inefficiency, muddle and ignorance. 
Now the excuse must be wearing thin. Thou¬ 
sands of xnep and women arc attending the 
vacancy counters of Labour Exchanges. Every 
day thousands are being dismissed from aircraft 
and munition factories. Every day small, and 
even large, engineering concerns are permanently 
dosing down. Yet bureaucracy cannot find 
4,000 men and women to retrieve the bus situa¬ 
tion. To a coal problem this winter they add 
a transport problem. Only 4,000! We can find 
that number from one factory. 

These workers are not lost when they are 
dismissed from the factories. The Labour Ex¬ 
changes have them ticketed. Bureaucracy has 
the Essential Works Order and every possible 
device to move labour power—and yet it fails. 
Workers’ Control of transport could not be 
guilty of such ignorance. Meanwhile Lhe prob¬ 
lem becomes worse, particularly in the Midlands, 
whence reports reaching B "or Commentary are 
confirmed by the Midland Regional Transport 
Commissioner who is able and willing to author¬ 
ise improved bus services, if only the Ministry 
of Labour will allow him to release the idle 
vchidcs. 


FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol 


Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere 
in this issue also in stock. The following books 
are still available 

WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA 

M. I. Her.teri I/- 
THF. RUSSIAN PEASANT AND 
OTHER STUDIES <2 vala.) 

John Maynard S / - 
TOLSTOI: AN APPROACH 

Janko I-u trail 7/6 
STARVATION IN EUROPE 

G- H. Uournc 5/* 
Till-: LOOM OF LANGUAGE Bodrmr 15/- 
ARMIES AND TIIE ART OF 

REVOLUTION K. C. Churl* > 12/6 

THF. HISTORY OF TIIE IRISH 

CITIZEN ARMY K. M. Pm 6 /- 

III MAN REPRODUCTION AND 

VKNERF.AL DISEASE Dr. J- Drew 3/6 
SEX AND REVOLUTION AUi Ua.| 4/6 
ABORTIONi RIGHT OR WRONG 

Dorothy Thurtle 2/6 
AMERICAN LABOUR Kn.c.i U«ri« 2/- 
SELECTIONS FROM THE WORKS 

OF GERARD WINSTANLI V 7/6 

Till: REAL RULF-RS OF SCOTLAND 

I hotimt Buru» 6d. 
THE RUSSIAN ENIGMA A- CUig« 1/6 
THE CULTURE OF CITIES 

I,. Muniford 15/- 
ART AND INDUSTRY Herbert Read 12/6 
TO IIELI. WITH CULTURE II. Read 1/- 
THE PECK 11 AM EXPERIMENT 
A Study in the Living Structure 
u! Society 12/6 

A MARTIAN EXAMINES 

CHRISTIANITY 1/6 

WIIAT IS MAN? Murk Twain 2/* 

W AR AND THE CHILD MINI) *)d. 

YOUNG CHILDREN IN W ARTIME 

Anna Freud 1/6 
THE CENTRE CANNOT HOLD 

(Poems) G. Woodcock 2/6 

THE SUN MY MONUMENT 

(Pocnu) L. Lee 3/6 

Please add for postage on books as follows 
Orders up to 1/- add 2d. postage; l/- to 3/- 
add 3d.; 3/- to 8/- add 5d., 8/- to 15/- add 
7J.; over 15/- add 1/-. 


P.A.Y.E. 


P.A.Y.E. translated officially as "pay as you 
earn”, but interpreted by the workers as “pay 
all you cam”, has now been in operation long 
enough for us to test our judgment on the 
matter. U F 'or Commentary opposed it from the 
beginning of the proposal. The boss never 
initiates anything for our good, but always for 
his own. Naturally, he would not be a boss if 
he did otherwise. Workers arc now universally 
cursing P.A.Y.E. which defeats all their efforts 
to meet the rising cost of living bv working for 
a little extra. 

Let us not forget how 1 , when the Government 
was making its psychological preparation for the 
new system, the Communists rallied to their aid 
and persuaded the handfuls of trade unionists 
who attend branch meetings to pass resolutions 
demanding P.A.Y.E. They’ve made the bed— 
now we all have to lie on it. 

The Vanguard Of The 
Working Class 

Overheard in a Communist book shop: The 
Lady in Charge: “My dear! I’ve had such a 
terrible man in here to-day. Right off the Party 
Line. Wants strikes and all that sort of 
thing!" 

SYNDICALIST. 


UNREST AMONG MINERS 


In the July issue of War Commentary I 
ventured to predict that the youth in the 
mining industries would answer Bevin’s 
crude and unconcealed adoption of Nazi 
Labour Front methods by a fierce struggle 
which would merge with the century-old 
fight of the miners with the master-class. 
Events that occur every day—although only 
a fraction of them are reported in the capi¬ 
talist press—reveal the wide and powerful 
extent of this assault on the unwieldy and 
hateful apparatus of the State which is 
being carried on by miners almost every¬ 
where. 

The “yellow’ press'’, though careful not to 
mention the word syndicalism, is continu¬ 
ally bewailing the fact that no sooner has a 
wage increase occurred than the miners 
promptly ask for more. “Labour is unkind 
to Capital!” “A monstrous assault on the 
mine-owners profits!” screech the pen¬ 
pushing inebriates of Fleet Street. You 
see, unfortunately for these more and more 
miners are realizing that this war is not in 
the interests of the working class and see no 
reason w'hy they should ruin their health to 
make the world safe for Fascism a la 


NOVEMKER MARTYRS 


NOVEMBER—MONTH OF 
BITTER MEMORIES 

Red November, black November 
Bleak November, black and red; 
Hallowed month of labour's 
martyrs, 

Labour's heroes, labour's dead. 

* * * 

Labour’s hope and wrath and 
sorrow— 

Red the promise, black the threat; 

Who are we not to remember? 
Who are we to dare forget? 

* * * 

Black and red the colours 
blended 

Black and red the pledge we made; 

Red, until the fight is ended; 
Black until the debt is paid. 

R C. 

(from the I.W.W. Song Book) 


November, more than any other month, 
is the time w’hen our movement remembers 
those whose lives have been lost in the 
struggle against oppression, against class- 
society. We recall their memories because 
their deaths show the 'fear in which revolu¬ 
tionary ideas are held by the ruling class 
throughout the world. 

1887 

Four anarchists, Parsons, Spies, Fischer 
and Engel w’ere murdered by the State of 
Illinois on November nth, 1887 in Chicago 
U.S.A. A fifth, Lingg, died of self-inflicted 
wounds while awaiting execution. Three 
others, Fielden, Schw'ab and Neebe had re¬ 
ceived long terms of imprisonment. All 
of them were framed-up by the state on the 
charge of inciting an unknown individual 
who had thrown a bomb during a police 
'assault on a peaceful protest meeting held 
by workers at Haymarket Square during 
May of the previous year. 

During the trial it was proved that none 
of the men had any connection with the 
bomb. Their crime, it was stated by the 
prosecution, was merely that they were 
anarchists. For, that five were condemned 
to death, two to life-imprisonment and one 
to 15 years. 

* ★ ★ 

1915 

Joe Hill’s n£ne lives as the writer of 
such working-class songs as “Pie in the 
Sky”, “Scissor Bill”, and "Casey Jones— 
the Union Scab.” On November 18th, 
1915, Joe Hill, a Swedish member of the 
1 WAV. was stood against (he prison wall 
of Salt Lake, U.S.A., and shot. His songs, 
his phrases, had become part of the com¬ 
mon language of the American workers. 
Because he was a rebel, an I.W.W., because 
his ability to express deep social philosophy 
in simple working-class terms was feared by 
1 he ruling-class he had to be killed. He 
had been convicted of murder on purely 
circumstantial evidence and although Wil¬ 
son, then American president, appealed for 
clemency, he was murdered by the gunmen 
of American capital. 

1916 

The I W.W. has a long list of martyrs. 
We retnember the five fellow-workers who 
were shot un the boat Verona during the 
lumberjacks’ strike at Everett, Washington, 
on November yth, 1916. I heir deaths were 


caused by a gang of hoodlums hired for the 
occasion by the lumber barons. Needless 
to say, the murderers were never brought to 
“justice”. 

1919 

Wesley Everest, another “Wobbly” mili¬ 
tant was mutilated and tom to death by the 
patriots of the American Legion on Armis¬ 
tice Day, 1919. He was seized during an 
► attack by the “heroes” of the Legion on the 
I.W.W. hall at Centralia, Washington. His 
genitals were cut out, he was suspended 
beneath a river bridge by a rope, and 
watched by a crowd of the hangers-on ahd 
followers of Yankee imperialism, he was left 
to die in agony. 

1927 . 

In November, 1927, during the Colorado 
miners strike organised by the I.W.W., 
another attack was made on the workers 
Strikers picketing a mine were fired upon, 
six miners being killed and scores of women 
and children wounded. 

1936 

November, 1936 will always be remem¬ 
bered by us as the month of the heroic de¬ 
fence of Madrid. During the fighting many 
anarchist and syndicalist comrades were 
killed; among them was Buenaventura 
Durruti. Shot in the back, Durruti fell in 
the struggle to which his whole life had 
been devoted. Since the first days of the 



DURRUTI 

Spanish revolution when he had left a sick 
bed to join the working-class forces on the 
barricades of Barcelona, Durruti had organ¬ 
ised the anarchist columns on the Aragon 
front. When Madrid was threatened he 
marched with some thousands of Catalan 
anarchists to its defence, and in its defence 
he' fell. His funeral in Barcelona was at¬ 
tended by lhe entire working-class popula¬ 
tion of the city. They paid tribute to him 
as an anurchisi revolutionary whose aspira¬ 
tions and struggle had always been their 
own. 

AAA 

T his is not meant to be a complete list 
ol the November martyrs of the libertarian 
movement But these examples speak for 
themselves. The ruling class tear of inde¬ 
pendent action by the workers themselves 
is as real to day as it was when our com¬ 
rades died on the scaffold tn Chicago. 

KEN 1IAWJCHS, 


Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin. Further¬ 
more, should our “leaders” adopt the “stem 
methods” advocated by the press in order to 
crush the miners militancy’, a further fall in 
coal production may be expected. 

From the Anarchist point of view, by far 
the most interesting fact about the sharp 
and bitter strikes which continually break 
out in the mines is that they are nearly all 
spontaneous upheavals of the masses. The 
union leaders have come to be identified 
with the best representatives of the bosses’ 
interests. Whenever a strike occurs it is 
always the Socialist and Communist stooges 
who, regardless of however just a man’s 
grievances are, rush to inform them that 
they are “stabbing their mates in the 
Forces in the back”: 

In South Wales the hovels in which the 
miners are in many cases forced to live a 
while being exhorted to “defend your home” 
are sinking deeper and deeper into the earth. 
Our ruling classes callously promise them 
barracks before long! 

From Scotland to Wales the struggle 
continues, a fight to the finish! It may not 
be long before miners everywhere join in 
the Social General Strike which will over¬ 
throw Capitalism and war forever and found 
the new world order in which “human jus¬ 
tice will be substituted for divine justice.” 

VIVIAN BIRD. 


UPRISING IN ITALY 

Partisans In The North 

Rome radio announced on October 5th that 
Italian partisans in Northern Italy were so active • 
that the Germans feared a general revolt. A 
prolonged Railway Strike in Piedmont has been 
carried on, and strikes have also broken out in 
Milan. Meanwhile it is reported that in the 
town of Castcllmaggiore, behind the Bologna 
lines, the population were so incensed at mass 
deportation to Germany, that 400 of them 
seized the town hall and burned the lists of 
those designated for Italy. Nor is it likely that 
these were all they burned. 

Troops Fire On Palermo Crowd 

On Thursday, October 19th, workers in 
Palermo in Sicily demonstrated for better living 
conditions. Italian troops fired on them, killing 
16 and wounding 104. The Italian government 
has issued an ambiguous statement obviously in¬ 
tended to confuse the issues for the general 
public. They said that “former employees of 
banks and taxation offices and groups of out¬ 
siders, egged on by elements which have not yet 
been reliably identified” engaged in a seditious 
demonstration and fired shots. The Italian 
Government also say (according to Reuter) that 
the local Committee of National Liberation im¬ 
mediately placed itself at the disposal of the 
authorities. 

North or South, Italians are living under the 
armed repression of the State. Even the British 
and American Trade Union delegation to Italy 
reported that the social and economic conditions 
in liberated Italy are impossible to describe. The 
child death rate has doubled since the war. The 
delegation reported (27/9/44) that the quantity 
of food in insufficient to maintain even a mini¬ 
mum standard of health, the black market flour¬ 
ishes, and “there is no real basis for the social 
life of the population.” 


GERMAN COMRADE’S STIRRING 
LECTURE 


German Workers’ Struggle Against 
Hitler 


At Freedom Press rooms on Friday, October 
13th, a German comrade spoke of the class 
struggles in Germany under Hiller. He stressed 
the fact that Germany was part of world capi¬ 
talist economy, with its cartels and monopolies 
and need to dump export goods abroad. In this 
war-producing framework, the class struggle goes 
on all the time. Meanwhile the representatives 
of both Allied and Nazi groups had met round 
the tables of the Bank of International Settle¬ 
ments, even during the war, in order to portion 
out the dividends from international capitalist 
undertakings. The comrade spoke of the be¬ 
headings in Hamburg, and gave estimated figures 
for the numbers in concentration camps. These 
were an eloquent testimony to the extent of the 
anti-Nazi resistance. 

He stressed that since 1935, the struggle be¬ 
came increasingly a struggle for the workers on 
their own. The Social Democrats and Com¬ 
munists were discredited. Many rank and file 
members of these parlies joined anti-parliament- 
ary groups such as the Communist Workers 
parly (not to be confused with the C.P.), or 
syndicalist and anarchist groups. Working class 
struggle in Germany had gone on for centuries 
against State and feudal repression, and this 
fact gave a “innlitional” quality to the under¬ 
ground Press. 

After*reminding his hearers that the British 
Government had sold Hitler several hundred 
military planes “for police purposes” soon after 
he took power, the speaker declared that the 
resistance movement in Germany and Poland 
was probably more widespread lliun in uny other 
capitalist country. He denounced the I .U. 
leaders who blamed the workers for Hitler's 
crimes, and pointed out that though fraterniza¬ 
tion between German anil Allied soldiers was 
severely discouraged, Allied generals dine amic¬ 
ably with captured Nuzi gcncruls. When Citrine, 
m Canada, denied the German workers' right to 
organize, only two American Labour leuders 
protested. 

Questions and discussion followed. 



*************** 
HOW THE WORKER LIVES 
_ IN RUSSIA — 

An Important New Freedom Press 
Publication 

*************** 

"WORKERS IN STALIN'S RUSSIA" 

byoM. L Bomeri. Freedom Press. 88 pp.. I/- 


The Russian Revolution is as important an event 
in modern history as the Great French Revolution, 
and the influence it has exerted has been of com¬ 
parable extent. For the working class it has an 
even greater significance, for the explicit aim of 
the leaders in Russia in 1917, and of the men and 
women who made the revolution a reality, was 
nothing less than the emancipation of the workers. 
The objective was therefore that for which the 
socialist movement of a whole century had 
struggled. The overthrow of capitalism and the 
conquest of freedom is still the principal preoccu* 
pation of the revolutionary movement all over the 
world, so that the social experiment in Russia, its 
methods and achievements, is of the greatest 
significance to all class-conscious workers. Clearly, 
fundamental issues hang on the correct assessment 
of the results of this experiment. 

Unfortunately most people observe the Russian 
scene without concern for this broader problem. 
There are oceans of books on Russia—a recently 
compiled bibliography of them fills a good sited 
book; but most of them consider tho problem from 
some special angle. Their authors aro anxious to 
prove with the Russian material that Nationalism, 
or Religion, or a particular political party are 
right, or they describe special aspects of Russian 
life, such as the development of Industry or Agri¬ 
culture or the Theatre. In nearly all these books 
the one thing which is ignored is too often the 
question that is the most important to a revolu¬ 
tionary understanding—How has the Revolution 
and the rule of the Bolshevik Party affected the 
lives of the workers in Russia? 

M. L. Berneri's book sets out to answer this 
central question. After a balanced account of 
the difficulties which beset anyone seeking to dis¬ 
cover the truth about Russian society, the main 
aspects of working class life are discussed. Thoro 
are chapters on the Soviet system, the Trade 
Unions, Factories and Farms; accounts of the life 
of the industrial worker and the peasant; the 
Stakhanovite movement, conscripted labour, Jus¬ 
tice, the position of women and of children, and 
the Red Army. Throughout the author makes use 
of sources drawn mainly from pro-Soviet writers like 
the Webbs, and the utterances of Bolshevik leaders 
and newspapers. She also draws on accounts of 
workers who have lived and worked for consider¬ 
able periods in the U.S.S.R. The result is a 
balanced and sober account of the workers' con¬ 
ditions free from the usual hysterical praise or 
denunciation. 

At the same time the book is written from a 
definite standpoint, that of the Anarchist. For 
the Anarchist movement the Social Revolution has 
certain aims and is inspired by a definite vision 
of social life. Actual conditions in Russia, as far 
as the workers and peasants are concerned, are 
not very different from capitalist countries, except 
that they are even poorer and enjoy even less 
liberty of expression or initiative. It is revolu¬ 
tionists who to-day are extremely critical of the 
results of the Bolshevik experiment. Its admirers 
are to be found amongst intellectuals, managers, 
prominent churchmen, and Trade Union leaders. 

The Russian system has certain benefits for these 
classes. For the workers, still less for revolutionary 
fighters for the freedom of mankind, it has no 
place at all. 

Short as it is, the amount of material contained 
in this booklet is immense, and it is all of direct 
relevance to the workers' struggle. It fulfils an 
important need, and, still more, supplies some 
much needed clarity of thought T on the problem 
of the revolution in general, and on the U.S.S.R. 
in particular. The author is to be congratulated 
on an excellent piece of work. In addition the 
production of the book is first class, and special 
mention should be made of the striking cover 
design by Philip. At one shilling this book is an 
absolute necessity in any militant worker's library. 

ANARCHIST. 
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